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II n fiDemoriam. 



The Rev. Robert William de Schweinitz. 

Robert William de Schweinitz, the son of Rev. Lewis David 
and Louisa Amalia Ledoux de Schweinitz, was bom at Salem, 
N. C, Sept. 20th, 1819. In Nov., 1821, the family removed to 
Bethlehem, Pa., where both of his parents died. In 1830, he 
entered Nazareth Hall as a pupil and in 1835 became a student 
in the Theological Seminary, then at Nazareth, and after 1838 
at Bethlehem. For six years he was a teacher at Nazareth Hall. 
Ill 1845 he niade a visit in Europe, where, in July of the fol- 
lowing year, he was united in matrimony with Marie Louise 
von Tschirschky, at Herrnhut, Saxony. Returning to this 
country with his bride, at the close of the year, they experienced 
a long and stormy voyage rendered more disagreeable by the 
running short of the store of provisions, due to the unexpected 
length of time consumed in the passage. In 1847, he entered 
upon a professorship in the Theological Seminary and in 
October of the same year, was ordained a Deacon and, in 1856, 
a Presbyter. 

During the absence of Rev. John C. Jacobson, at the Synod 
of 1848, in Germany, Bro. de Schweinitz occupied his post as 
Principal of Nazareth Hall, from April to October. In the 
spring of 1849 he entered upon the pastorate of the congre- 
gation at Graceham, Md., but in September of the same year he 
was called as pastor to Lancaster, Pa. 

In February, 1853, he took the principalship of the Salem 
Academy at Salem, N. €., where he spent thirteen years of 
arduous labor, difficulty and anxiety, the years preceding and 
during the struggle between the States of the North and South. 
The family history graphically describes the perplexities of those 
days : "Many of tJie wealthy Southern planters and Confederate 
Generals placed their daughters here for safe keeping ; himself 
a strong Union man, it became a task of no little difficulty to 
supply three hundred souls in these dire times and many were 
the make-shifts that had to be resorted to, both for food and 
•clothing." 
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The main building of the Academy erected under his admin- 
istration and according to his plan, stands as an enduring 
memorial of his successful work. 

In 1866 he accepted the Principalship of Nazareth Hall, but 
in the following year he was elected a member of the Provin- 
cial Elders' Conference at the Synod held at Lititz, which office 
he held for eleven years, and a second time for two years. 

In 1882 he accepted the post of Receiver of all Church col- 
lections, having also for some years been the Treasurer of the 
Society for Propagating the Gospel among the Heathen and 
holding this office until 1899. 

Failing health compelled him to resign from the various 
Treasurerships at this time ; his increasing infirmities were fol- 
lowed by partial and at length total blindness. 

Much suffering induced by Bright's disease compelled him to 
take to his bed on October 13th, and his merciful release came 
on October 29th, 1901. His age was 82 years, i month and 9 
days. 

John N. Burger. 

The subject of this sketch, who had been a member of the 
Historical Society since 1880, was bom at Villingen, Baden, 
Germany, May 12th, 1835. He was one of the charter members 
of the congregation in Elizabeth, N. J., and held office almost 
continuously, being a Trustee and the Treasurer for many years. 
He died February 26th, 1902, after an illness of nearly a year. 

Luke Wills Brodhead. 

Luke Wills Brodhead was born Sept. 12, 1821, in Smithfield 
Township, Monroe County, Penna. His parents were Luke and 
Elizabeth Wills Brodhead; his grandfather was Luke, one of 
the sons of Daniel Brodhead and his wife Esther Wyngart, who 
lived in Dansbury, now East Stroudsburg, whither they had 
come from Marbletown, N. Y. 

It was this Daniel Brodhead, great-grandfather of the subject 
of this sketch, who was a firm friend of the Moravians, who 
encouraged them in their evangelistic labors in the Minnisink 
Valley, regarding himself as a Society member, entrusting his 
son Garret into the care of the Bethlehem school and who fin- 
ally, in 1755, entered into his rest while on a visit to Bethlehem,, 
whither he had gone for medical treatment. 
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His four sons were officers in the American army during the 
War of Independence; Luke, the grandfather of Luke Wills, 
ranking as captain in the battles of Long Island, Short Hills, 
Brandywine, Germantown and Monmouth. Before the close of 
the Revolution he was commissioned a colonel. 

Luke Wills Brodhead, at an early age, engaged in mercantile 
business at White Haven for twelve years; returning to the 
Delaware Water Gap, he was appointed Postmaster there and, 
at the end of his term of office, he shared with his brother the 
management of the Kittatinny House. 

In 1872 he built the Water Gap House, which he conducted 
until the time of his death. 

He was a man of more than ordinary ability and, by his genial 
personality, he made his house famous throughout the land. 

He devoted much time and energy to the study of the records, 
historical and geological, of the Minnisink Valley, was a 
frequent contributor to the public press and in 1862 wrote a 
volume concerning the Delaware Water Gap. 

He was a member of the Moravian Historical Society, the 
Historical Societies of Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Georgia and 
Kansas, the Minnisink Historical Society and the Numismatic 
and the Geographical Societies of Philadelphia. He was also a 
member of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution. 

Mr. Brodhead was twice married — in October, 1850, to 
Leonora Snyder, who departed in 1877, and in 1881 to Margaret 
D. Coolbaugh. His son. Dr. Cicero Brodhead, died in 1884, 
and two daughters, Mrs. John Ivison, of Coatesville, and Mrs. 
H. A. Croasdale, of Delaware Water Gap, together with his 
widow survive him. 

He was an active and interested member of the Presbyterian 
Church and by his modest, generous, unselfish and courteous 
manner he made hosts of friends. 

For some years he had been suffering from chronic bron- 
chitis, although his final illness was very brief. He died on 
May 7, 1902, and his remains were laid to rest in the Water 
Gap Cemetery. 

Sarah Sybilla Snyder. 

Sarah Sybilla Snyder, m. n. Brunner, relict of the late John 
D. Snyder, departed this life at the Young Ladies' Seminary, 
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Bethlehem, Pa., Wednesday, June 25, 1902, aged 63 years, 10 
months and 17 days. 

She was a daughter of Samuel and Charlotte Rudolphi Brun- 
ner. Her grandfather, Dr. John Rudolphi, after a few years' 
service on the Nicobar Islands, as Medical Missionary, came 
to Bethlehem, as one of the resident physiciains, where he mar- 
ried Mary Magdalena Otto, a daughter of Dr. J. Matthew Otto. 
He later removed to Lititz, where he ended his days. 

Mrs. Snyder was born in Bethlehem and reared in the schools 
of the Church. She was ever ready to devote her time, strength 
and ability to the various church enterprises. As a teacher in 
the Sunday-school, her faithful service will long be remembered 
by those who enjoyed her instruction and were influenced by 
her exemplary Christian deportment. Since her sad bereave- 
ment in 1892, when her husband was accidentally killed, her 
buoyant spirit was naturally crushed, but her affliction was borne 
with true Christian resignation. 

The last six years of her life were spent at the Young Ladies' 
Seminary, where, as matron, she was a source of great blessing 
to the school. Her practical turn of mind and business capacity 
enabled her to manage her department with skill and economy, 
and her valuable services will long be gratefully remembered. 

The funeral services were held in the church, Saturday, June 
28, and interment was made in Nisky Hill Cemetery, amid a 
large concourse of relatives and friends. 

GusTAV Adolph Kern. 

Gustav A. Kern, the son of Christian and Maria Elizabeth 
(Bishop) Kern, was born at Bethlehem, Pa., April 11, 1817. 

When a young man he removed to Nazareth, where he spent 
the remainder of his life. 

On July 18, 1858, he was married to Julianna EmiHe Clewell, 
m. n. Danke, who died February 9, 1877. 

On August 28, 1890, he married Lydia Pauline Rominger, 
m. n. Spaugh, who died April 9, 1902. 

After a long period of illness, our venerable fellow-member 
of the Historical Society (which he had joined in 1858) departed 
this life at Nazareth, on August 3, 1902, aged 85 years, 3 months 
and 22 days. 



